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Newsletter 14th Jan 2022

It's Friday again and the end of another productive week within our school. Thank you to all the parents who at-
tended the virtual parents evening., it was a great success!

Our School Priorities Term 3

1 Behaviour:
. Staff and children know, understand and follow the Managing and Supporting Positive Behaviour policy.

2 Teaching and Learning

. Focus on multiplication tables, particularly in year 4

. Focus on Reading Comprehension skills, and sequencing writing in English teaching and learning.

3 STEM Skills

. STEM skills are shared with pupils (problem solving, creativity, inquiry skills, observation, flexibility and col-
laboration).

. Teachers plan opportunities for STEM skills to be used throughout the curriculum.

In Our Classes This Week

This term Matisse class are learning about the Arctic.
¢ We started our topic by exploring ice. We found out
how to make ice as well as experimenting to find out
how ice melts the quickest.

This week, Hadid Class have been using their Inquiry STEM skills to research LS Lowry. They collated their re-
search by designing a LS Lowry sketch and fact page in their sketchbooks. Following this activity, they used their
Creativity STEM skills to sketch and produce a landscape in the style of LS Lowry.

==== Y6 have started their Iearning focusing on the British Empire and the Industrial
= Revolution. They are using their inquiry STEM skills to answer: ‘Why was the
British Empire so successful?’. So far they have conducted research collabora-
— tlvely researching different lines of enquiry related to the British Empire and
ithen collated this research by creating idea maps. They then sequenced the
= key events of the Industrial Revolution collaboratively before creating their own
timelines of events which they believed to be the most significant. Children the
il explored a Victorian Workhouse Virtually, using chrome-books as part of their
Rich Experience lesson. Here are some examples of their learning:

Kahlo class: This week we have been combining some STEM skills and thinking about our
Online Reputation; we looked at how we can present a positive reputation in the online environ-
ment and then discussed what information we should keep private and protect from the online
world. We used our mathematical skills of three-dimensional nets to dec-
orate and build a security box which we filled with our sensitive data.




As part of our topic; ‘to infinity and beyond!” Goldsworthy class looked at different satellite images of our planet,
Earth. We used non fiction books to find more information about Earth and satellites, and painted our own satel-
lite images of earth.
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This week in Mondrian class we have started reading the book “The Great Explorer” by Chris Judge. The book
is about a boy who decides to go and save his dad who is missing in the Arctic. We have written some great pre-
dictions of what might happen to Tom. In Grammar we have been learning how to use adjectives to make our
sentences more exciting. After we learnt what a noun and an adjective is and we played a matching game to cre-
ate exciting and sometimes funny phrases!
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Term Dates for 2022/2023 * / You may be entitled to apply for Free

\ , : School Meals for your child/ren if you re-
¢ ceive Universal Credit, Income Support,
} : Income Based Job Seekers Allowance,
7th Sept 2022 return to school. Income Related Element of Employment
Oct holiday: 24th—28th Oct 2022 and Support Allowance, Guaranteed Credit
. element of Pension Credit or Child Tax

N I day: 25th Nov 2022
on pupii cay ov Credit (without Working Tax Credit) with an

Christmas holidays: 19th—2nd Jan (return to annual income of £16,190 or less.

school 3rd Jan 2023
) We would urge parents who may be eligible

Easter holiday: 3rd—14th April 2023 contact the school office for a form as soon

. as possible. This is very important, even if
Bank holiday:1st May 2023 your child does not wish to take up the free
May holiday: 29th May—2nd June 2023 meal. The register of FSM entitlement af-

. fects our overall school budget and we may
Non pupil day; 23rd June 2023 be missing out on funding as a result.

Summer holidays 2023: start on 26th July Please so not confuse this with Universal
Free School Meal entitlement for children in
Years Reception to Year Two.

Parking Around The School RECEPTION SCHOOL ADMISSIONS

Please be mindful and considerate when parking | | please be reminded that applications for Primary School
around the school along the roads and refrain Admission places are now open. Applications need to be
from parking on double yellow lines or blocking made by Saturday 15th January 2022.

driveways. Please see the link below:-

School admissions | PLYMOUTH.GOV.UK

Thank you.



https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/schoolseducationchildcareskillsandemployability/schooladmissions

Nursery Parents

Virtual Coffee Morning
~Thursday 20th January at 10am~

You are invited to our virtual coffee moming, where we can
chat about topics such as; toilet training, play, sleep, diet and
starting school. If you have any specific questions about any
of these topics, you are welcome to email me ahead of the
morning and | will try my best to have information ready.

Please dnd?‘b:&:'onﬂnn your attendance by Monday 17th

I will smdyou a virtual invite.
F g Sacemar

Kind regards

Claire Wilkinson |

Family Sgpport Advisor / \

C. /son@discoverymat.

o2 365250 /

ATTENDANCE FOR THE WEEK 10TH—14TH JANUARY 2022 @@

Well done to this weeks winning classes: Mondrian & Gaudi : " R
. -

GOLDSWORTHY |92.95

It is our aim for children to be in school at least 96% of the time.

MATISSE 88.52
This means that they are present for their learning, to develop their social
circles and participate in progressing as planned through their year group | MONDRIAN 93.09
learning. Education is so important to children’s life chances, to
understanding and taking part in the adult world they will join and for KIELY 2115
forming the social and development skills they need. Research has found KAHLO 92.86

that children with absence over 50%, only 3% manage to achieve 5 or
more GCSEs at grades A*-C including math's and English. While children | pa vINCI 89.52
take their GCSEs at Secondary school, it is clear that low attendance leads

to low attainment because of the amount of learning missed. Primary edu- | MONET 89.64
cation is crucial to the building blocks that mean children succeed academi-

cally in the next stages of their education. 73% of pupils who have over PICASSO 95.20
95% attendance achieve 5 or more GCSEs at grades A*-C. Where possi- GAUDI 97.73
ble, appointments should be taken outside of school time, although we

know these appointments are in high demand. HADID 94.00
Please let us know if there is anything we can do to help, as we are always HOCKNEY 9728
willing to find ways that can support families with attendance.




eSafety Guide

This is for guidance only. We will be putting more information onto our school website
shortly.

As technology surrounds us and applications develop at rates faster than seen before, it is really important we keep
you updated with guidance shared to us to keep children safe online. Please see below, the age guidance for many
of the applications used for Social Media:

Age Restrictions for
i« Social Media Platforms
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How can this be monitored at home?

Use of the widely known Familylink app provided by google, is just one application available to support the monitor-
ing of your child’s device. This app is available from both the apps stores for both android and iphone.

Additionally, as part of our subscription to the National Online Safety Platform, parents and carers have unique ac-
cess to a wide range of leaflets, seminars and workshops relating to the use of devices and applications. To become
part of our online community, please join below:

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/weston-mill-community-primary-academy



https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/weston-mill-community-primary-academy

Smart devices promise to make our lives easier. In many cases - they do, however these new technologies present
risks too. Whether you're using a digital assistant to record your shopping list or you're controlling your lights
through a smart system, many smart functions can be ‘hacked’ and controlled by someone outside your home. This
guide will help you identify some of the ways you can stay alert and protect yourself.
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